
Meeting Minutes – May 22, 2019 
East Contra Costa County IRWM Region 
Community Needs Assessment Discussion 
 

 Introductions around the room. Attendees: 
o Phil Hoffmeister, City of Antioch 
o Mike Mirmazaheri, GEI Consultants, Bethel Island Municipal Improvement District 
o Regiona Espinoza, Bethel Island Municipal Improvement District 
o Dan Muelrath, Diablo Water District 
o Chelsear Spier, Department of Water Resources 
o John Samuelson, City of Brentwood 
o Mark Seedall, Contra Costa Water District 
o Matti Siltanen, Department of Water Resources 
o Colin Bailey, EJCW 
o Maggie Dutton, Contra Costa Water District 
o Paul Seger, Diablo Water District 
o John Gennrich, Pleasantimes Mutual Water Company 
o Alan Paolini, Angler Ranch #3 
o Lamar Thorpe, City of Antioch 
o Teri House, City of Antioch 
o Aston Tennefoss, Department of Water Resources 
o Lisa Anich, Contra Costa Resource Conservation District 
o Rob Petrosh, Oakley Mutual Water Company 

 Go over agenda for the meeting, meeting goals 
 IRWM program overview, IRWM project priorities and examples 
 Why participate in the IRWM program 
 San Joaquin River Funding Area (SJRFA) Disadvantaged Community Involvement Program 

(DACIP) 
o Goals of the program 
o We want to be thorough of what our understanding of “DAC” means, to address 

underlying issues. 
o Purpose is to address gaps in DAC representation in IRWM regions throughout the 

state 
 For the DACIP, there are two phases of work planned. Phase 1 is a Needs Assessment, Phase 2 

will be identification of needs and additional targeted outreach efforts and other eligible 
activities. 

 DACIP program schedule 
o Draft Needs Assessment Report: June/July 2019 
o Final Needs Assessment Report: July/August 2019 

 Mr. Bailey passed out maps around the room to review and comment on, went through each 
map to describe the illustrations 



o Comment: We need the region broken up by census block group/tract. The current 
layers using “community” level do not indicate dense areas of DACs that are currently 
identifiable on DWR’s online mapping tool. 

 Discussion of DWR’s online mapping tool 
o Discussion about the “overlap area” the Bay Area IRWM region and East County IRWM 

region. 
o Questions: What are the light/dark blocks of the DAC layers on the map? Is this map 

available online?  
 Question/comment (from Mr. Petrosh): There are new homes going in on Sandmound Slough. 

Summer Lakes is fed by groundwater. Will the new homes use groundwater wells also? Will it 
have an impact on existing well quality/supply in the area? 

o Suggestion from Ron is to use Delta water for these new developments, especially for 
the lakes and parks, instead of the clean groundwater. 

 Question/comment (from Mr. Seger): DWD has a low income assistance program. Based on 
some information that Mr. Seger gathered, 42% within the DWD service area may need 
financial assistance. Is there any pot of money available to assist with rates for low income 
residences? Specifically to avoid turning the water off for inability to pay.  

o Clarification question – what is EJCW’s role in this? 
o Mr. Bailey provided description of goals of the DACIP program and other state 

priorities. 
o Ms. House: Housing costs and significantly increased, sometimes people are spending 

80% of their income on housing costs. We need more flexibility and affordability 
regarding utilities. 

o Ms. House has some census data sets that may be useful in identifying areas with 
these affordability issues. 

o Comment: Within the ECCC, we should identify water rate affordability as a priority. 
o Mr. Bailey: AB104 is a statewide income/rate assistance program 
o Ms. House: Oakland has a good model for preventing water from being turned off. Ms. 

House and Mr. Seger would like examples from Mr. Bailey for examples of low-
income assistance strategies. 

 Sandmound Slough/Hotchkiss Tract 
o The group discussed water supply issues in this area, in particular the issues and costs 

related to including new areas in the DWD/CCWD service areas. 
o Residents are unsure/rejecting inclusion due to costs (or perception of costs). 
o Mr. Gennrich provided an example of the process that Pleasantimes MWC has gone 

through, including water metering and many studies and reviews to determine water 
use and quality/quantity costs. 

o Income surveys are needed in the Sandmound Slough/Hotchkiss Tract area to 
establish smaller communities as DACs, so that they may have access to funding that 
could offset inclusion costs and connection fees. 

o Income surveys are needed at other locations too, such as in areas of Antioch. Income 
surveys are a priority of the region to identify other DAC areas. 



o Mr. Petrosh requested representation at the June meeting for the Oakley Mutual 
Water Company. Might be willing to do their own income survey to prove DAC status. 
Mr. Muelrath will follow up with Mr. Petrosh about the June meeting. 

o Ms. House requested the income survey methodology from DWR. Mr. Buenting also 
requested the information. Ms. Dutton will send the document to Ms. House and 
Mr. Buenting. 

 Ms. Anich from Contra Costa RCD reported that they have performed several listening sessions 
in Antioch to identify community needs. Most common responses were flooding, trash, 
homelessness, and water conservation. Capacity building is a need/priority for Antioch. 

 Mr. Seedall added that water conservation should be a priority for DAC areas to help conserve 
water and contribute to affordability. 

 The group identified that CDBG/DWR/IRWM/SWRCB are all great programs, but it would be 
good if they were more compatible with one another. It is difficult to participate in all 
programs and understand the nuances of all of the programs, and be on top of getting grant 
funding for projects and activities. 

 Mr. Paolini representing Angler Ranch #3, a water system on Bethel Island, mentioned that 
they had assumed that Diablo Water District would provide water service at some point in the 
future. Mr. Paolini was interested in attending this meeting to learn more about when that 
might happen. Angler Ranch #3 has a September membership meeting. 

o There was a suggestion to have a meeting at “Scout Hall” and invite water systems to 
attend, so that they may learn more about the water inclusion and annexation 
processes. This could be applicable to systems around the perimeter of Bethel Island 
and Hotchkiss Tract. 

 Mr. Bailey announced that there will be a funding area-wide meeting in July, probably at 
nighttime in Modesto, to discuss some of the results of the needs assessment process for the 
DACI program. 

 


